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FRI DAY MORNI NG

et: telligenc
¥officer. said - yesterday -he “believe
. the Soviet Union is preparing for a _
massive “disinformation” campaign -
to discredit the United States if the'.-
Soviet Union fails to get the
agreement it wants at the November
summit meeting.
Ladislav Bittman, a Czech intel-
ligence specialist who defected
immediately after'the 1968 invasion-
of Czechoslovakxa belleves the Sovi-

- g evel"y,pxece
-avanlable mformatxon facts.and doc:
tha ;

pa;gn to-prove
tl_;e United States is. responsxble
- for:the’ allu

WASHINGTON TIMES 27 Sept. Pg

v' lain.”
The Sov1ets ry to mampu ate'

man
means tha mmedxately after the -

summit they will b’ Tready to orches-

trate a worldwide.” campaign, pri- -

marily in the United States and
Western Europe, to show that Amer-
icans were responsxb!e for it and that
Reagan himself is the pnmary vil-

Weslem m

‘Spent his lasl WO, years in. PraguA
directing a team.of. disinformatio

that led todxsmfo ation pri posal
g id as

programs in the U.S. press.

Mr. Bittman defended the US.
press for its critical judgment but
added: “As a former specialist, 1
would say there are a number of
Joumallsts in the Amerlcan medla

figure, he: said.'f" '
*He said the.Soviets.“I¢

" jes" and used hundreds:of ‘
“documents ‘against:the West. dunng-

“the 1960s and early: 1970s.-In the

mid-1970s, reports: of: o;gerxes 5
declined -because-duringsthe.:
Watergate scandal forgeries. prob: .
ably were. cons:dered counterpro- )

vices, Mr. Bittman; sald he: connnues;
to recogmze :Soviet : dxsmformauon )
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Senior K.G.B. Man Said to Defe;t |
And Give Spying Data to the West

27 Sep BS gy STEPHEN ENGELBE K<
Sprecial (¢ The New York Time
WASHINGTON, Sept. 26 — A semor Central Inte lnience Agency as Soviel
nieruber of the K.G.B. has defected and -agents. 1t w. ot clear from the ac.
> providing anformation te the West counts  of  to Ameroan offi HES
soout Sovyet espionagre aperate oowhether 0 0 COived wWere Contra -

{

o ‘l‘l‘.:pi\!'\t“. o fedped O LA O

e and the United States iee

sl rac o of et anie oty Cers,

soene clineiade sand tha the et S .

: L!;i.v. o lg;‘:.”',:,mgu; mefrlb “»-.; <“»M~d»- - Ihe: :'::i- defection of Mr \u.'.

YR 1:dt'n[if1(~d _\r'\-’n:ldi Eﬂ"lpl()\'t:('\ ;;t thv !(ih’;nk” e ateat SL'I.'H.‘S O_f sueth :

o L yepisodes thar have rocked intelligence |

b T T ugencies ir et the East and West ‘-
cluding the defection to the West thys |
summer of the K.G.B. station chief in |
London and the defection to East Ger- |
many of the chief West German spy- |
_catcher.

In anather of these developments, of- |
ificials confirmed today that Sergei H
‘Bokhan, th-- deputv director of Sovier :
‘military st rpence in Athens, had oo
dfected toth destn May and has pro-
wvided infors ction about the penetr.:
tonof thet oo vcvernment by Sovies

Gpenis
"..he'(:f:‘s. . vt s Rl

Cottin: o Fagpe AT Codunan 4

—— Sanitized Copy ApproVed for .Reléase 2011/03/08 : CIA-RDP94B00280R000700060001-5



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/08 :

=

¥ -

.'?’I)AY S‘L PTEMBER 27, 1985

@O

Sem@r K G B Man Sauzd f@ Defec# amzd Gwe D@zm

, Con(lnued From Page Al
!Lrnm»d Sulcs where he is bemg ques-
Hioned by C LA officials.

If hix charges are borne out-by fur-
Sther investgation, they imay confirm
“hedongtime suspicions of some intelli-
agenis that the C.L A, has been
‘compromised by one or more Amer-
icans who were secretly working as
Soviet agents!

Guorge Lauder, a C.1LA. spokesman,
said he would have no comment on any
defections or on suggestions that dou-
ble agents had been dxscovered in the
agency.

Described as Rislng Figure

Admmlstratnon officials and senior
intelligence sources described Mr.
Yurchenko as a rising figure in the
: l'\ G.B.

. An intelligence source said the defec-

“tions are expected to harm Soviet spy
snetwourks in Europe and elsewhere. He
isaild American intelligence analysts
iexpect the Russians to begin withdraw-
iy Lree sumters of agents on the as-

Emntion they have. been compro-
i

PREEN

R

Germany; all are believed to be in East
Berlin. Each is suspected of having
been a spy for the Euastern bloc fur a
number of vears.,

One of the most serious ot these, offi-

of Hans Jouchim Tredge. a top counier-

intelligence officer in charge of cacch.
ing East German spies. A spokesman
for the West German [nterior Minisiry
said that he left three days after u se-
curity check into his background had
been ordered.

The spokesman said that the suspi-
cions had been raised because he drank
heavily and led a disorderly life, not be-
cause he was thought to be an East
German agent.

Kohl Secretary Vanishes

Three weeks later, it was disclosed
that a secretary in Chancellor Kohl's
office had defected with her husband.
The secretary, Herta-Astrid Willner,
and her husband, Herbert Adolf Will-
ner, disappeared whiie-on vacation in
Spain. :

Also this summer, Oleg A. Gordiyav.
sky, a K.GG.B. official who officials sav
had a Jongn career as A double agent,
defecied to the West {romn his posi

London, Several officinls sugges ol !
£33

SN
The officials suid that as a result of |
CMr Bekhae's anformaiion the United |
IStates has delaved its planned sale of
A6 highter jets to Greece. Officials
said the arrests last week in Athens of
three men in the Greek armed forces
on charges of spying for the Soviet
Union also arose after Mr Bokhan was
qumtxoned
In West Gennany, the govemment ‘of
Chancellor"“Hélmut - Kohl ~has “been
shaken by a sen% of high-level defec-
tions.-
. Smce 1he begmnmg of August ‘a sen-
ior West German counterintelligence
lofficer. two secretaries and an army
incssenger have van!shed from West

that he had vnded a profitable career in
the service of the West out of fears that
he was aboui to be caught

Officials said that Mr. Yurchenko.,
who had been stationed in [taly, wis a |
more senior member of the Soviet
K.G.B. than Mr. Gordiyevsky.

‘““He was’ very high up and ascend-
ing,”’ said one_ intelligence source.

Soviet Ageats ‘Fingered’

Several officials speculated that Mr. |

Yurchenko's ‘defection had prompted
the defections of the agents in West
‘1 Germany. Another senior “intelligence
source cautioned that the recent spate
of espionage episodes may be coinci-
dental, rather than direcily connected.

‘Conicéming the latest reported defec- |

——

tor, the lntelhgence source said: ‘‘He
has fingered a number of Soviet agents
around the world. Some of them have
already returned , to the Soviet

Union.Others will prnhablv be gomg on’
cials say. was the deéfection in Auguast t home leave soon.”

He added that Arnérican analysts be-

lieve the defections have caused confu. -

sion in the Russians’ intelligence plan-
ning. “‘They have no idea how much

has been given away," he said. “They

can’t be sure who he has fingered. it

has gul to be causing real problems for

them.'

It is not clear whether the series of .

espionage revelations has any copnec-

tion with the summit meeting between

President Reagan and Mikhail S. Gor-

bachev, the Soviet Ieader scheduled -
for Nov. 19-20 in Geneva. One Adminis- '
tration official said that Mr. Reagan -
had been briefed on the Yurchenko de- ;

fection and its implications.

Mr. Lauder, the C.I.A. spok%man_

said that the agency traditionally does

not comment on defections and that he '

would not answer guestions about Mr.
Yurchenko's whereabouts or the infor-
mation h( might th? pmvxded

‘
s

]
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Soviet
reveal details.
Secretary Shultz.
spoke approvingly of
.presentation.

SECRETARY SHULTZ: It 1is
something that comes forward.
It's different from what they
have been saying. Combined
with what we have on the table,
we hope that can lead to a
process of genuine negotia-
tions. So we welcome that.

DONALDSON: Details of the
plan aside, Shultz stressed
that the U, S. intended to go
ahead with star wars research
and testing. And after seeing
Shevardnadze off after lunch,
President Reagan made the same
point. But he also said the
meeting had been worthwhile.

spokesman would not
Neither would
But Shultz
its

PRESIDENT REAGAN: There's
always progress when you're
talking to each other, and we

were talking to each other.
DONALDSON: U. S.

public relations'
the Soviets have actually put
something new on the table.
But they're also wary. The
fine print could render all of
this meaningless. And then
there's star wars. As long as

both sides stick to their
public positions, there can be
no deal.

Sam Donaldson, ABC News, the

White House.

JENNINGS: As an indication

of how well things apparently

have gone today,- after ‘the.
meeting Secretary ~“Shultz
invited Foreign Minister -

Shevardnadze back to his house
to attend a private barbecue.
Mr. Shevardnadze accepted.

KGB Defection

JENNINGS: - Last
reported that a top Soviet KGB

official had defected to the

West and was being questioned
by American agents. Now. as
ABC's John Scali reports, it

officials-
are pleased that after weeks of
poesturing,’

night we

T

-8

qun---—!

»

appears he has been talking
about possible Soviet penetra-
tion of the CIA. '
JOHN SCALI:
of sensational rumors,

Amidst a flood
it was

"disclosed today that a former

CIA official has been named by
a Soviet defector as a possible

Soviet mole who supplied Moscow .
The .

with secret information..
new ‘accusation about possible
penetration of the CIA comes

from Vitaliy Urchenko, the
high-ranking Soviet KGB
defector who 1is now being
questioned by CIA experts.
Authorities familiar with

what he has said so far say the
American that he has named is
relatively low level in rank.

His present whereabouts are
unknown.
This * information became

known only a few. hours after
the Justice Department and the
CIA stoutly denied that any
present CIA employee has been
identified as a Soviet agent.

The 'ramking Democrat on the
Senate Intelligence Committee,
Patrick Leahy, immediately
backed up the CIA's denial.

SENATOR PATRICK LEAHY:
Well, the CIA says that there
are no present employees
fingered by this person as KGB
agents, and I know of no reason
to disbelieve that.

SCALI: ULeahy, who has been
given detailed briefings by the
CIA, emphasized the importance
of Urchenko's defection to the

West.

SENATOR LEAHY'

in sheer panic
-They

They must be:.
over there in Moscaow.

don't-know how much further 1t o
',mxght goE; - C

SCAL I Some

probably by
top-to-bottom

the damage,
ordering '~ a ,

shake-up of ‘the KGB leadership. -
News:

e At

John. -Scali, ABC

- : tiop U S."-‘-
officials ‘believe ‘that Soviets
| leader Gorbachev soon will tdke
- personal charge of repairing

-It's caused
"a " real body blow to the KGB,

Monday, September }0 1985
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— Suspect

. By STEPHEN ENGELBERG
: Speclal to The Ne&iv York Times,
WASHINGTON, Oct. 3 — Edward L.
Howard, a former Central Intelligence
wnt " Agency  officer, is believed to have
v < given'the Soviet Unjon significant se-
"' ™ cret information abont the methods the
‘ewnsvUnited States uses (to; gather intelli-
K “'in Moscow, ' Congressional
(v sources said tonight,
{2? - The sources said Mr. Howard, wic is
w w=ubeing sought, had been trained in the
' secret techhiques as he was prepared
1114 110 be Sent to Moscow as an operational
22 C7officer for the C.LA| o -
_ The Federal Bureau of Investigation
“ 2T hag 'said Mr. Howard! who |
mnmwbld,‘ served in‘the C
- G 1981 'to"June 1983; One
' 'day that he left the ag;
to pass a roi

£
L ]
«n g
P

¥ The' official would,

thie type of problém found

LT graph but indicated that’ ‘apparently

. _:was'not relatéd to espionage. Another

SaGofficial said & test result suggesting as.

VA biohage by an employee;would have
ranging criminal in-

ke Sistarted aia wid
o Maryestigation. * - s S
Fite o Sénator Expresses &mee ncern

it 7y CBS; News -tonight 'quoted ‘Senator
m Dave Durenberger, chairman of the Se-
e Ject Committee on Intelligence, as say-
e e~ing that the security breachicaused by

- " Mr. Howard could be-as “‘serious as
‘et +vanything this country has seen in the
aaia.Past.!! Mr. Durenberger;said that the
. RN i ’

Faen O]

?S-.Believe

2L INL VY ruray Ui, FradAY, OCTUBEKR 4, 1985

>

suspect might have provided details of]|
how the United Siares got seasitive in-
foitiaiion from e Soviel Union.
The intelligence committee has been
briefed on the potential damage said to
have been caused by Mr. Howard. Offi-
cials say he is one of two American in-
telligence officers identified as Soviet
recruits by a Soviet defector, Vitaly
Yurchenko, a senior member of the
K.G.B., the Soviet intelligence agency.
Guvernmaat officials said today that
the second suspect had been identified
in the course of investigating the defec-
tor’'s staiements.

National Security Role Hinted

The officials would not say what
agency of the Government had em-
ployed the second suspect. although
one inteiligence source indicated it was
the National Sezurity Agency, which
deals with this nation’s most secret
codes and corimunications.

One intelligence source said the sec-
ond suspect had access to details about
secret UniteG States electronic and
satellite suiveillance of communica-
tions. ““Let’s just say he was part of the
intelligence community,” that source
said.

The C.1.A. refused to say whether it
had over employed the individual in
question. L

Officials have said Mr. Howard fled
the country sometime on the weekend
of Sept 21, shortly after his friends and
co-workers had been questioned by the)
Federal Bur=zau of Investigation.

d to Have Told Soviet of US Spying in Moscoﬁ)

Mr. Yurchenko is being questioned at
an undisclosed location in the United
States. o

Only Americans Under Scrutiny .

One official said Mr. Howard and the
second former intelligence employee
were the only Americans under investi-
gation as a result of information pro-
vided by Mr. Yurchenko, who defected
to the West in July while he was in
Italy.

., Officials said Mr. Howard worked in
the clandestine service of the C.1.A. He

‘| was chatged on Sept. 23 with conspir-
|ing to provide national defense infor-

mation to a foreign power.

Officials have said Mr. Howard
eluded the Federal authorities and fled
his home in Santa Fe, N.M. He had
been employed by the New Mexico
Legislature since 1983 as an economic
analyst.

An intelligence source said Mr. How-
ard, “a disgruntled employee,” ap-|
proached the Russians with an offer to,
provide secret information. Various of-
ficials offered conflicting accounts on
whether Mr. Howard began working
with Soviet intelligence agents before
or.after he left the C.I.A.

'Dental by State Department

A Reagan Administration official
said Mr. Howard left the agency after
he was assigned to a post in Moscow.
The State Department, denying pub-
lished . reports, said today that Mr.

| Howard had never served in the Amer-
ican Embassy in Moscow. The Agency

for International Development, whichl
administers foreign aid abroad, hired
him as an intern in Washington in Sep-
tember 1976. He was later assigned to!
Peru as an assistant project develr~-!
ment officer and resigned from B
agency in March 1979. ‘i
In mid-August, the Italian press pub-|
lished brief articles reporting that Mr.|
Yurchenko had disappeared and that
inquiries were being made by the
Soviet Embassy. But it was not until
Aug. 30 that the Milan newspaper Cor-
riere Della Sera reported that he was a
defector. .
One former C.I.A. officer said it
would be unusual to assign an inexperi-
enced officer like Mr. Howard to Mos-
cow, one of the agency’s most demand-
ing posts. But he added that that Mr.
Howard’s supposed role as a member
of the State Department might have
been more convincing to the Russians
because he had not served in jobs usu-
ally associated with the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. A Congressional source
said Mr. Howard he held an ‘‘opera-
tional™ job in the intelligence agency.
The former C.I.A. officer said tI
would mean that Mr. Howard had bev.
responsible for coordinating informa-
tion-gathering clandestinely. He would
thus have access, the former officer
went on, to a limited number of names
of agents as well as the location of other
smroausof information such as elec-
tronic listening posts — but an agent in
an operational job would not know
about the networks of agents run by,
others in similar posts. l

RETIORa
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4n; Walter Krivitsky, head
A ence {n Western

W

 Foreign Miniptry
- .g have known as
. ‘sd .Mr. Dzhurtchenko
‘. and Gen. Krivitsky !
od™ in a Washington hotel |
room-alter he
defected to the
West. Others who _
have brokes with
“the Kremlin since |
knew only a frac- _ '
t
'
|

" ton of what Gen.

1" Krivitsky carried

L to his grave. i

F/®. « Vitaly. Dzhurt-

.~ ~chenko. defected ¢

. In Rome on July
24 — something
the media in’this
country .seems
determined not

shock waves in
the KGB, and the

%‘?
S

the ‘defuctions

Mr. Tiedge

the Willners.
surfscing of Mr.
- Gordievski, and
.the movement of
'KGB ‘agents back |’

I
' .- ot
il

information that Vitaly
is now in C1A hands.

‘se; he presents the

s of nlui proportions.

Bis forced to assume that

: his guls — which
 prust uspend oper-

begin
task of building a new
tuk Other agents, you may be
will:defect to,the East/fearful-
9&4@%5 in place they will,
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- 'Thoroughly.
‘1973, Syria und

become a lead
east. In ‘a thr
| begins today, T
t | takes a look a
who, accordin,

pcarance of Mr.
Jurtchenko-jas;

lereabouts.”
h)rugn Mmmx y hus‘

sets to watch a row pf € ) 3
girls in military format Il wear-  it.away.: Syri:

ing the uniform, of the’ruling aa<h - Assad, the gue

(“Renaissance™) Part i " approvmgly. .

Arnund each | gxrl s.neck w . The, staginy
much' about'ha

he KGR maodus operandi in West-
i Furope. the United States and
,mn Americas
“The entire Soviet Lspiunage
apparatus is therefore in deep Jcop
dy and must be rebuilt”
A CIA \pnkcsmdn in Washington
ud thiat it i inst agency-policy,
«¢ any comments in defectiol
and said that there would b
cimment in this instance. N
y ade \r\ \\nhh()ld th
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ceducing idamage

blast to
bu;ldlngs. =
= ‘hez'report - adds to specule—

tlon.that the" reasonfwhy French
-officials ordered .the 81nk1ng

.of the nuclear protest
- Rainbow Warrior wasutio.
. 4 from observing a tes:

system in action.

KGB Defector

RATHER:

CBS News has
confirmed tonight a Los Angelés
Times' story that Vitalli
Urchenko (?), a Soviet Foreign
Ministry 0ff1c1al and hlgh
ranking . KGB member

. “detailed. knowledge,3=
K § 1ntelllgence in thi
defected to the We,
‘fUrchenko '

= @S 1

NBC: TV
SEPTEMBER 26

NBC NIGHTLY NEWSM
7:00 PM

KGB. Agent Defects to- U S

lf
TOM . BROKAW: That KGB
defector that we reported on
last 'nlght,' Vltall :

ni "Ly-

; said the

:admxnlstratlon was  conducting-ia

. well-orchestrated anti-Soviet

~campaign to avoid discussion of
"Star Wars."

Today's attack comes on the
“eve of President Reagan's
‘meeting _with the Foreign-

Mlnlster, Eduard Shevardnadze,
-who  is expected to offer: ,axnew

that ‘when. the™ Rre31dent sees
Forelgn ‘Minister Shevardnadze“
he'll say that s J
- Thim,”

ROBERT McFARLANE : f‘f\jw:-e'?i Will
‘take:- ‘“this opportunitxrlppcggu
reaffirm in.

ocur
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By John M. Goshko -

Washuggton Post Stafl Writer -

\uvwl diplomat who reportedly : .
was|a scnior officer of the KGB in- .
telligence service has defected to ' ’
the {United States after disappear-
ing white on a trip to Rome last
month, S inteliigence and digibe:
nuatie sources sait vesterday. o .

The sources- confirmed reports
that|Vitaly Dzhurtchenko, who held
ank of counselor with the So-
‘“Forelgn Mlmstry, ‘has: been co-

g r. ;
oper'mmns in such areas as Western ; . T
Eurape and ~Latin’ America.. The ' C v :
" cources were unable to say wh(:re‘
Dzhurtchenko is. B

! Tl’e» also de<hu< d to \D(:( uht
. about
formiati

s fll\.lpp( might have
the fecer i3 Ti \h of ulhc
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B .50, a high-ranking member of the KGB, defected to the USA : : ' -
SR © . after disappearing in Rome last month, the Los Angeles : -
S * = Times reported Thursday. The N.Y. Times reported today T :
L  thathe had identified several CIA agents as Russian agents. '
US. officials refused to confirm or deny that Yurtchenko's ‘
decision started a series of defections from the Soviet bioc
by persons feas ing Yurtchenko might expose them. -
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hat’s

- ;lVbrbiJ&ﬁde

e e e ,
The U.S. confirmed that a senior Soviet l
diplomat has defected to the West, but de- i :
clined to comment on reports that he is a |
high-ranking member of the KGB. The Los
Angeles Times reported that the man, Vitaly
Yurtchenko has been undergoing debriefing
by the CIA for the past six weeks.
|

- * *
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By noam’vr C.TOTH
and RONALD J. OSTROW,
TimesStaff Writers

WASHINGTON—A high-rank-
ing KGB defector’s disclosurethat
the Soviets were making repeated
use of potenttally hazardous “spy
dust” to track the movement of
U.S. diplomats in Moscow led w the -
State Department’s unusual accu-
-.sation - against: the-‘Soviev.s lut.

cal sporadically and persuaded U.S.
officials  to:- go - pubue with ! t.he
accusition. -

- The sources amd key mformauon
- obtained from Yurchenko byi the
" CIA and FBI, which are queatiom
mgmmatanundmcloaedmemthe
" United- States, ranka him ?s a

“much more important” defector

than Oleg A. Gordievski, the head
of the KGB's London operation
wbo defected to-the British earher

San|t|zed Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/08 :
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.the’ Soviets were using the chemi-
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defection became pubhc as qmcldy o

asit dxd saying that he. had-wanted
his” action kept quiet because his

,family mmamsmthe Soviet'Union. -
In accusing the Soviets of using
.- ‘the 'chemical nitropheiiylpenta-
"dienal, ‘or NPPD, to track the
movement of Americans in Mos-

cow, the State Department said it
had determined that the chemical
is a mutagen, or capable of altering
cells, and thus a potential cause of
cancer, though its precise effects
were not known.

The government sources said
Yurchenko had alerted the United
States that Soviet security police
were using increasing amounts of
NPPD and that this led to the
decision to make a public accusa-

.tion. ‘The charge | was made Aug. 21
"W, R

cludes an . effort to determine
whether  NPPD can actually be
absorbed through the_ skin, and
thizs pose 2 danger to health. -

The team hopes to have devel-
oped solid information about the
clyemical by next month.

Meanwhile, the Justice Depart-
ment and the CIA denied a New
York Times report that Yurchenko
had identified several CIA employ-

ees ag Soviet agents.
" ““Yurchenko, ‘has -not - indicated

nmplea. me. study 1Vn-‘ |

=
CIA RDP94BOOZ8OR000700060001 5




STAT

STAT Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/08 : CIA-RDP94B00280R000700060001-5

0‘0

<

Next 12 Page(s) In Document Denied

Q"°0

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/08 : CIA-RDP94B00280R000700060001-5




been sequestered somewhere in the

. ofthem apparently quit the agency in
" the pust few months and fled to Mos-
| cow, The CiA has denied publicly that

| <ally, he was assigned 10 the K.di
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Another Return from the Cold

A KGB defection adds to an intriguing web

O n a balmy July morning in Rome a
visiting Soviet “diplomat” took a stroll
with some of his colleagues near the Vati-
can. “I'll join you later at the embassy,” he
told his companions. I want to.visit the
Vatican museums.” Vitaly Yurchenko
walked off on his own. That, apparently,
was the last the Soviets ever saw of him.
Shortly after Yurchenko vanished; the em-
bassy asked ltalian authorities to investi-
gate the disappearance. “We looked

days later East Germany announced that
Tiedge. who had been responsible since
1981 for detecting East German spies in
his country, had gone over to the other
side. Although he was in debt and had a
drinking problem, some Western experts
suspect that Tiedge feared exposure as a
result of Yurchenko's defection.

If Tiedge had worked for any length
of time as a Soviet mole, he could have

| Martin Bangemana. the West German
Minister of Economics. Another woman
living under an alias. Ursula Richter, 52,
worked as a bookkeeper for a Bonn-based
lobbying group for German refugees from
Poland, Czechoslovakia and the US.S.R.
She also vanished last summer.

When police searched the apartments
of the missing women, they found several
tools of the spy trade, including camera
equipment that could be used to photo-
graph documents and a briefcase with a se-
cret compartment. West German authori-
ties think that a third possible spy, a friend
of Richter’'s named Lorenz Betzing. may

everywhere.” said an Italian Foreign
Ministry spokesman. “In hospitals.
morgues, insane asylums. hotels,
camping, grounds--nothing.”

In fact. hahan intellipence offi-
cuals knew what had happened: Yur-
chenko 500 one of the highest-rank-
ing agents in the KGB. the Soviet
intelhgence organization, had defect-
ed to the West. He has reportedly

US. for the past six weeks. undergo-
ing debriefing by the CIA. Reagan
Administration officials said that
Yurchenko has provided details of
KGB operations in Europe and the -
US. and information about the “spy
dust™ that Soviet secret police alleg-
edly used to track Americans in Mos-
cow. He has also fingered as many as
six former CIA agents who worked as
“moles” for the Soviet Union. Some

any of its current employees have
been named as double agents.
Yurchenko is believed to be the
most senior KGB defector since the
1930s. when two generals in the So-
viet intelligence service fled the
USS.R. during Stalin’s purges. He
was a lop-ranking member of the
KGB's first chief directorate; Spgciﬁ

Moscow, says
he handled g

panic
Yurchenko’s defection
shock wave thmmlttbc

Disappearances and Defections

Since last March. a series of moves by spies and

purported spies has stunned intelligence net-
works in both the East and West. Among them:

? March 31: Physicist VLADIMIR
* ALEXANDROV disappears in Madrid.

NS ST STA EVSE 5 gcputy direg
mr ‘of Soviet military intelligence in
Athens, defects to the West.

July 28: VITALY- YURCHENKO hlgh
-ranking KGB _official, vanishes in
Rome: Defects to the U.S. and pro-
vides information on CIA “moles”.

‘ August: SONJA LUNEBURG, secre-
tary to West German Minister of Eco-
nomics; URSULA RICHTER, book-
keeper tor aBonalobbying group; and
LORERZ BETZING, messenger at an
army administration office, leave
West Germany. The three suspected
spies are presumad to have crossed
overintc East Germany.

Aug. 19: HANS JOACHIM TIEDGE,
West Germany's chief agent for de-
tecting East German spies, disap-
pears. Four days later East Germany
announces his defection.
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have also fled eastward. She once

worked for a firm that installed air |
conditioning at a miltary hidcout
built to serve as an emergency com-

mand center in case of war.
Last month the KGHs

agent in London. Oleg Gordievsky,

defected after years of providing the

SCHIOT

British with intelligence on Soviet

espionage operations. Within a
week the British government dis-
missed 31 Soviet diplomats, trade of-
ficials and journalists whom the
double agent had identified as spies.
Moscow, clearly embarrassed by the
incident, retaliated by expelling an
equal number of British citizens.

Reagan Administration officials
last week confirmed another coup:
Sergei Bokhan. deputy director of
Soviet military intelligence in Ath-
ens, had defected in May. Bokhan
has provided information about the
extent of Soviet infiltration of the
Greek military, which may explain
why the U.S. postponed a sale of 40
F-16 fighter jets to that country.

One recent disappearance re-
mains unresolved. Viadimir Alex-
androv. a prominent Soviet physi-
cist, vanished without a trace while
visiting Madrid late last March.
Alexandrov originated the mathe-
matical model for the nuclear win-
ter theory, whxch holds-
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ARTICLE APPEARED
ON PAGE —&_ WASHINGTON TIMES
4 October 1985

It was a dark and moonless night

The Justice De: rtment scarcely seems found to have split, did the government
to_have covered liggﬂ with glory in its hap. sleuths issue an all-points bulletin? Distrib-
dling of Edward Lee Howardi the ele%

of Ed ute his photograph? No, they kept the story
agent said to have been identified as a doubl tightly under wraps until Wednesday, when
agent et defector Vi urchenko. his name finally was disclosed, by which
e men were watc S louse —  time he could have been safely in Tashkent,

and while the Justice Dep artment was  if that had been his destination.
issuing carefully craf enjals that M The Justice Department simply bungled
Yurchenko had disclosed the names of “any the job, or so it appears, and bungled it badly.
emplovees of the CIA” — M Howard FBI agents aren’t assigned to the house of a
whoo)gsl gave them all the slip, suspected spy to watch the grass grow. They
“To imply that this was a muff is not accu-  are put there to report on his movements,
rate,” an unidentified official assured The presumably including his movements, if any,
New York Times. “There was no moon out,” in thedirection of the Mexican border. More-
he said. Besides, he added, the FBI agents over, it is ludicrous to think that the FBI is
“were not under orders to stay with {Mr. capable of shadowing suspects only in day-

Howard] at all cost” In plain words, if we get  light or on moonlit nights.

the drift, even if the FBI men had seen Mr. One further possibility does need to be
Howard slip out of the house, which they considered. It could be that this astonishing
didn't, they wouldn't necessarily have fol- tale of the disappearing suspect is meant to
lowed him, draw the enemy off the scent so that our own
It would be easier to swallow this yarn if agents can do their clever work. Considering

it were not for the FBI's subsequent perform- the worrisome implications of alternative -
ance. When, last Saturday, Mr. Howard was theories, let us keep our fingers crossed.
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